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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. FORD: Okay. Hello.

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: Hel |l o.

MR. FORD: How are you doi ng?

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: | am doing all right.

MR. FORD: Just for the record if you could
just identify your name?

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: Lieutenant Juni or G ade
Robert Matthew Bot nen.

MR. FORD: Okay. And we m ght as well start
with the easy ones, first.

How | ong have you been in the Coast Guard?

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: | have been in the Coast
Guard two years.

MR. FORD: Two years. And your aviation
experience?

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: | flew in the Arny for,
what, 12 years before that, so 14 years flying
experience.

MR. FORD: You are the third guy that | have
tal ked to, are you guys, you keep taking them from
the Army, huh?

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: Yes.

MR. FORD: Okay. Why don’t you just tell us
what happened and what you saw t hat day, June 147
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LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: Ckay. | was on the
second bird, obviously, the 6008. | was onconi ng
that nmorning, so when | arrived at work at 7:30 the
case, | guess, was already, they had just been
| aunched with the first bird. So they told us to go
ahead and run right out to the aircraft to | aunch.

VWhen we got out to the bird, they told us to stand

by because the -- County Dive teamwas in route to
us, because at this point, | guess, Taki too had was
still capsized and they didn’t know if they could
utilize the dive teamto try to ascertain whether or
not there were survivors inside the hull. So, we

held for the dive team and for probably about 20

m nutes. Just as the dive team was wal king out to
the aircraft, | guess, the Taki Too was, had righted
itself in the surf Iine and so we no | onger needed
them And so, we departed at that point. And
arrived on scene probably about 20 mi nutes later, or
no, probably closer to 15 mnutes |ater.

Once we were on scene, just started a
paral | el search, search of the parallel of the surf
line and just basically between the north jetty and
out to an area called Twin Rocks, which is about a
mle and a half north and just started a search
t here. At that point, | don't know we searched for
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probably about a half hour or so, when the second
person that the 05 picked up was found and they

pi cked them up while we stood cover. And t hen when
t hey went back, we continued our searching. W flew
for 7.3 that day. And just, you know, searched
either parallel to shore line or then we would go
per pendi cul ar to shore |ine and then back parall el
to shore line and just kept that up pretty much for
nost of the day.

MR. FORD: That was 7.3 hours, right?

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: Yes.

MR. FORD: Okay. You never recovered
anybody?

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: No, we did not.

MR. FORD: Okay. Did you see a |lot of
debris in the water?

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: Yes, there was quite a
bit of debris. There was, the main section of
debris, which was pretty nuch against the north side
of the North Jetty, probably about 50 feet or so off
the, off the beach. And then there was sporadic
ot her sets of, of debris including |ike a coat from
one of the passengers, | would assune, and a few
ot her things off the boat. For the majority of the
search, like |I said, we were out there for at |east
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on scene for a good six hours and the debris,

itself, didn’t nmove all that nuch throughout the
time. We kept com ng across the sanme stuff over and
over again in the same positions. And there was
also a life raft that was over by the North Jetty,
and, and you know, sone pieces, sone other debris
just, occasionally we would come across life jackets
and things like that.

MR. FORD: And your whol e groups got
t oget her afterwards, obviously, and tal ked out what
you saw, correct?

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: Yes.

MR. FORD: And there was nothing that
really, anyone saw that they felt was unusual for
the area or they said, | saw this and | couldn’t
understand that? One of the reasons | am asking
that is because everything, everyone, including the
boat, washed in pretty nuch north of the jetty, and
yet two bodies were never recovered. And it is just
kind of curious to ne as to why the two bodies, two
remai ni ng bodi es never did wash to the beach.

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: |, | can’'t really
specul ate on why those two didn’t wash onto the
beach. I, yeah, | can’t even really try.

MR. FORD: Right, right, okay.
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Rob or Bill?

MR. WOODY: Bill Wody here. | am j ust
curi ous about the debris. Did you see any | ogs out
t here?

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: Yes, we did see, there
were a couple logs that were just parallel to the
north jetty, just to the north side, kind of in the
sanme area of the mmjor debris field, kind of caught
in the sane swirl area that are north of the jetty.

There weren’t that many, | can’t renmenber if it was
maybe just even two.

MR. WOODY: How far north of the jetty m ght
this have been?

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: | woul d say probably 15,
10 to 20 feet north of the jetty.

MR. WOODY: And from the beach?

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: | would say out maybe 50
to 100 feet.

MR. WOODY: Okay. We would told that the
boats when they cleared the jetty that day, they
t ook west northwest or a northwest westerly course,
did you see any logs along those kind of tracks?

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: No, sir, | didn't see
any |l ogs or any other such debris outside the surf
l'ine.
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MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. JONES: Lieutenant Botnen.

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: Yes.

MR. JONES: Hi, this is Rob Jones.

Just, if you could take us through just
fromyour, fromthe stop position really. You were
at your base and the SAR went off. Were you guys,
was your group turn two at that tine or --

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: My group was arriving to
relieve the other group for the norning when | guess
t hey got | aunched. So, we were, | wasn't even on
the scene yet. \When | drove up in ny car, the other
bird was already off the ground. And as | was
getting out of nmy car, that is when, alnost |ike out
the wi ndow, they were yelling, hey, there is a case
going on, run right in and get your, and get suited
up.

MR. JONES: Okay.

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: And so that is pretty
much the case for all nmy crew W arrived as the
scene was unfolding at the very, very early stages.

MR. JONES: Okay. And you said you were
waiting for the dive team but did you take off with
t hem or no?

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: No, we did not.
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MR. JONES: Okay.

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: We got the word that
the, | guess, the Taki Too had righted itself in the
surf.

MR. JONES: Right.

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: And, yeah, just right at
that monment, and so they were |ike wal king out to
the bird, but we turned them back and that is when
we took off.

MR. JONES: And your teamcarried that day
with you, your pilot, yourself as the pilot?

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: Yes, and then | had
Li eutenant Matt G ngrich as the co-pilot, nmy rescue
swi mrer was Chief Smley and ny flight mechanic -- |
can’t renmenmber who ny flight nmechanic was.

MR. JONES: Okay.

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: | had a flight man cone
aboard as well.

MR. JONES: And that is the standard nunber
of personnel aboard for --

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: Yes, both birds had four
personnel onboard.

MR. JONES: Okay.

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: Yes, and Jimmy Johnson
was ny flight mac. He is a, he was a second cl ass
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MR. JONES: Okay. And al so the sanme question
| asked the other lieutenant, was you are on scene
for, you said about, approximately 7.3 hours, what
determ nes your release fromthe scene?

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: Well, it pretty much
deals with our, our crew rest time. W are, at the
poi nt where | was over six hours, as soon as we | and

with over six hours, then that is it for us. And

t hen anot her crew woul d have to conme out. | had
reached a bingo fuel status. | was, | had to go
back or | would run out gas. And so when | | anded

with that | ast bingo fuel, we had over six hours on
us. And so that was the end of our day.

MR. JONES: And while you are on site, you
relay that information to your group SAR

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: Yes, we constantly keep
t hem abreast of our fuel status and the probable
endi ng of our time on scene.

MR. JONES: And was that, let’'s see if you
| aunched soon after, so seven hours, so it is
sonewhere around 1500 or so that day?

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: | think it was actually
alittle bit later than that, about 1600 or so,
because we did, we were off scene in the m ddle of
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t he day for about, about an hour, because we ran out
of gas earlier, too, and we went to the airport
there at Tillanmok and refueled there and then went
back out.

MR. JONES: Okay. And just, just to follow
this up, there were no other birds relieved you,
that was it, after you left that was it for the
hel i copters?

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: Yes, that was it for
that night, | believe.

MR. JONES: Okay.

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: | amtrying to renmenber
if maybe they didn't |aunch another first flight the
following norning, just to see, but, I, | can’t
r emenber .

MR. JONES: Ckay. We can check into that
with Portland or --

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: Yes.

MR. JONES: ~-- or right there in Garibaldi.

Ckay. | think that is all | have,

Li eut enant. Thanks.

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: Okay.

MR. WOODY: Just one qui ck question. Are
there any, Bill Wody here. Are there any, any
after action nmenos or |ogs or summati ons of your
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search that day that we could get?

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: Yes, there is kind of,
sonething like that our group duty officer puts
toget her that kind of summarizes the case. And |
will talk to Lieutenant Seward and when he is
getting that other stuff together to send you, |
will nmake sure that he includes a copy of that.

MR. WOODY: Okay. Because | understand tine,
we have received a tine fromyou as we tal k, but you
were getting to work around 7:30. You were told to
go right to your aircraft. About what tine did you
get to the aircraft? What tinme did you get --

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: | woul d think about
seven, probably 7:50 or so. W were probably at the
aircraft and then again standing by for the divers.

| don’'t think we probably made it off the ground
until about 8:15 or so.

MR. WOODY: And these tines would be in the
mat eri al that you could probably get for us.

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: Yes, they would be.

MR. WOODY: Ckay. Fine.

MR. FORD: Well, that is pretty good from

t hi s end.

3

WOODY:  Ri ght .

3

FORD: We really appreciate your tine.
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| hope we didn't pull you away from anyt hi ng

pr essi ng.

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: No, nothing at all.
MR. FORD: Okay. Thanks agai n.

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: Ckay. Thank you.
MR. WOODY: Thank you.

MR. FORD: Bye.

LI EUTENANT BOTNEN: Bye.

(Wher eupon, the interview was concl uded.)
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